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acquainted   with  William  Godwin.     They  had
already   met   once, before   Mary's   sojourn   in
France, but at this  first interview neither was
impressed by the other.    Since her return  to
London he had shunned her because she was too
much talked about in society.    Imagining her to
be obtrusively "strong-minded" and deficient in
delicacy, he was too strongly prejudiced against
her even to read her books.    But by degrees he
was won over.    He saw her warmth of heart, her
generous temper, her vigour of intellect; he saw
too that she had suffered    Such susceptibility as
he had was fanned into warmth.    His critical acu-
men could not but detect her rare quality and
worth, although the keen sense of humour and
Irish charm which fascinated  others may, with
him, have told against her for a time.    But the
nervous vanity which formed his closest link with
ordinary human nature must have been flattered
by the growing preference of one so widely ad-
mired, and whom he discovered to be even more
deserving of admiration and  esteem   than  the
world knew.    As to her, accustomed as she was
to homage,, she may have felt that for the first
time   she was  justly appreciated,  and   to   her
wounded and smarting susceptibilities this balm of
appreciation must have been immeasurable*    Her
first. freshness of feeling had been wasted on a
love which proved to have been one-sided and